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Later more effecient solar evapora- 
tion methods were used and a commer- 
cial industry started. The first reported 
production was 12,000 tons in 1880, 
valued at $60,000. 

At first the recovered salt was used 
mostly for table and culinary use, but 
in 1870 salt production went mostly to 
the newly developing mining industry. 
In 1885 Utah produced 15,000 tons of 
‘salt, and more than half of this went to 
mines in Utah and surrounding states 
for use in ore reduction through a 
chlorination process used to recover 
silver from ores. 

The presence of copper in Utah was 
known for sometime but few early 
pioneers would have believed that this 

metal would become the state’s most 
important metal. 
compet Find Announced 

On May 9, 1860 a Salt Lake City new- 
spaper announced the presence of cop- 
per in the Utah Territory. It said: “We 
have recently been presented with a 
specimen of virgin copper found in 


Cedar County (Valley), some 10 or 12 
miles from which those 
well versed in mineralogy, to whom it 
has exhibited, pronounced equal to the 
best they have ever seen. 

“If it exists in that vicinity, as 
alleged, in any considerable quantities, 
it would probably pay well for working, 
if any felt disposed to engage in such an 
enterprise, but in these days gold is the 
principal thing sought after, and a man 
who would engage in copper mining in 
an inland country like this, might, by 
some be considered in a state of in- 
sanity.” 

s In 1852 Jobn Lowded was reported to 
ave found copper in Bingham Canyon 
while searching for some special logs 
to be used in the making of furniture 
for Governor Stephen S. Harding. 

Unfortunately for him he never had 
the opportunity to capitalize on his dis- 
covery, for a short time later Brigham 
Young called him to be a Pony Express 
rider between Salt Lake and San Ber- 


nardino, Calif. By the time he returned 
his discovery already had been filed up- 
on. 

Until the turn of the century most 
copper mining was done underground 
and with hig-grade copper veins. 

Low-Grade Discovery 

What really gave the copper industry 
momentum was ing, who 
saw the possibilities of development of 
the low- er ores, 
This opened another area in mining 
and, in effect, created new resources 
out of ores previously considered so 
low grade as to be worthless. 

The trick to mining the low grade 
ores was mass production and 
retrieval of large amounts of the low- 
grade copper, With that eventful 
development, the underground copper 
mining operations of Bingham Canyon 
were turned into a huge open-pit, mass- 
production miracle, 

During World War II copper from 
only the Bingham mine supplied one- 


third of all the copper used by the 
Allies. 

From 1910 until 1975 copper was the 
king in valuation. From 1870 to 1910 


_silver was the leader in valuation. 


The new king is petroleum, which 
took over from copper in 1975 when a 
record 40 million barrels were 
produced, Petroleum production drop- 
ped last year but still was higher in 
valuation than copper. 

The variety of minerals mined in 
Utah are enormous. Included are gold; 
silver, coal, lead, zinc, copper, iron 
ore, oil and gas, gilsonite, uranium, 
nanadium, potash and phosphate, as 
well as salt, building materials and i 
dustrial minerals. Relative newcomers. 
to the state’s mining list are helium 
and beryllium. 

Even this is not a complete list. With 
few exceptions all minerals, regardless 
of the date in which discovery was 
made or production started, are being 
produced today by Utah miners. 
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